Grubb family Christmas: faith, family and music

By JACQUITA LEWTER
Special to the News-Record

“A merry heart doeth good [ike a
medicine; but a broken spirit drieth the
bones,”

Proverhs 17:22,

chickens, and boarding a baby calf for
friends. They are building fences and
repairing bams--as a family. They are
also making music, both literally and
figuratively, as a family unit,

“My parents met while they were bath
playing music,” John refates. “They fell
in love and later mamied. | leamed to

Tucked away on & wooded piece of  play the drums when | was young, and

property nestled info the frees of wesl
Grayson County, John: Grubb and his
family have staked a claim, “We fel
in love with the land," John says,
his soft, modulated voice, He speaks
from the center of this amazing family's
small, but comfortable house. A deco-
rated Christmas tree-a real cedar cut
from their land--twinkles its lights from
the front window. A fire crackles cozily
in thie comer. Stockings frame the doar-
way. An assortment of tapes and books
|ine the walls, An entertanment center,
which was recently, construgted by John
features two cedar posts and houses the
TV thathangsonthe wall overthelectric
piano, Various musical mstruments rest
in their cases about the room. A young
kitten whose name 15 Butterscotch curls
up on the couch,

John and Shawn Grubb long with
seven of their eight children relocated
north from the metroplex a little over a
year ago. John still works in Lewisville
and makes the commute daily, The fam-
lly made some defimte sacrifices in the
move. They gave up a larger house with

my brother played the guitar, Then at the
age of 16, [ ook the guitar ong day, and
started playing it, and {'ve been picking
ever since,” However the music John
Cirublb elicits from the guitar 18 far re-
maved from “picking.”

Johin o0k formal guitar lessons for
perhapstwo years, starting in 1969, “The
teacher usked me il T wanted (o leamn by
caror leam by music. He would type out
the words and write the chords above, and
[ wouldlistento the recording. That show
[ feaned.” Along with guitar, he now has
acdedt bass, mandolin and banjo,

He played bluegrass, blues, jazz, and
rock. He grew up and continued to play
his music. “1 was playing in the clubs,”
he says, “and at 33 years of age, Twas on
my way, | believed. In 1985, I was iving
inDienton, and I placed an ad inthe paper
foradrummer, Theongand only call got
twodays later was from Jim McCrain. In
talking onthe phone, he seemedto be just
what had beenlooking for in drummers,
He came over on a Tuesday night and
we jammed with David, my bass player.
After the session, we talked about goals,
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maore iving space, which also featureda - dircctions and female vocalists, Jim suid Pictured are, from left first row, James, Joshua, Abigail, John and
musicroom. Inretum hey gainedalmost - that he had met a lady recently that it Melodie; second row, Faith, Christing, John and Shawn Grubb pose

13 eres of land where they are estab-
lishing a farm. They are raising goats,

(See “GRUBB," on TWO)

infrant of the family Christmas tree at their home in rural Collinsvill.
The free i & hand picked EE".'IEI‘ tree from the f&ﬂ'l”fﬁ farm,






